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Indians the second largest
guest workers group in
Sweden

Great start of 2012

SIBC members and friends thanking
Ambassador Lars-Olof Lindgren for his
tenure as Sweden’s Ambassador to India

Being a member of the Sweden-India Business Council saves money
and time! We have started working towards a more in-dept themeoriented activity plan for 2012, excluding some geographical areas
where basic India presentations are needed to establish “India
credibility”. Such themes are cultural differences, finding and
managing your distributor, recruiting and hiring personnel, financing
your operations and more. The whole emphasis is to continue to
deliver value for our members. The wrong manager could delay your
entry, expansion or management, or the wrong legal council will have
the same result. If you use your access to the network, you will
minimize time and maximise your input of what to do by using other
success stories. There is no point of “re-inventing the wheel“, which
seems to be a Swedish trait. Trying to understand various cultural
differences between Sweden and India is crucial, which is why we will
focus more this year on theme-based activities.
For this months interview, we are asking Mr. Anil Raj, Swedish
national who have now created a join-venture using Swedish
technology and an Indian solution to deliver electricity to rural India,
the very basis for business in rural areas.
Do please follow us on our Facebook group “Sweden-India Business
Council”

Tuition fees change
Swedens student
population
Ikea withholds entry into
Indian FDI Retail
AB Volvos’s India MD
Akash Passey moves as
VP to oversea growth in
emerging markets
Volvo Buses unveils new
2012 range in India
Volvo Auto India eyes
15% luxury car market
share by 2020
India, Sweden to
collaborate in Health
Sector
Sweden hopes to sign up
more cities for waste-togas project
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INTERVIEW with Anil Raj, CEO OMC
In this number, Mr. Anil Raj was asked to do our brief Interview. Mr. Raj has
significant experience of working in the Telecom industry and with India and
rural India.
1.
You have been the Managing Director of Ericsson in India some time back, and
now you are launching a large business for rural markets, why are you starting with
India?
Well, India is a market that I am very familiar and comfortable with and it also offers
some of the largest opportunities presently. If we can succeed in India, adapting our
solution to other markets is an increment rather than starting from scratch.

Anil Raj, CEO – OMC,
Senior Advisor SIBC

2.
When doing business in the rural market, where do you see the most clear challenges, except from the obvious being
infrastructure and capital?
The main hindrance in my opinion is the general lack of understanding of rural markets. These are typically viewed
almost as if they were another planet and very inaccessible and difficult to work with. My experience is that once you
have cracked the code, rural markets are actually easier and offer easier access since the competition is limited. The
challenge is poor infrastructure and investor appetite as you point out.
3.
What are the advantages ?
The advantages are firstly a very large market with massive demand even for basic infrastructure and services. So far,
few companies have ventured into purely rural markets as these are viewed with suspicion leaving the field open to
determined players.
4.
What do you think companies should have in mind when they enter the Indian market?
That is a very complex question with many answers. One of the main success factors is having the right local
partners and having done one's homework. India is typically a very cost sensitive market and new entrants need to
have the right cost structure.
5.
Swedish SME companies often have limited resources but very high technical level, something that India needs, what
can they do to enhance the possibilities of making it in India?
These days, the cost effective solution to many difficult problems can often be clever software or sophisticated
technology. I think the right approach for small companies to take is to use their know-how and technology to
demonstrate a solution to a "real" problem showing cost benefits and user convenience. Often this vital last step is
overlooked and the focus remains on the technology and not what it can do for the user.

NEW MEMBERS 2012
- Swerea IVF
- Swedish Export Academy AB
- Awapatent AB
- Antiphon AB
- Volvo Auto India
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PAST ACTIVITIES
13 Feb 2012 - Ambassador Lars-Olof Lindgren thank you cocktail
Venue: Svensk Handel. We had a wonderful evening thanking Ambassador Lars-Olof Lindgren for
his many achievements.
10 Feb 2012 - Stockholms Chamber of Commerce - India day
The Stockholm Chamber of Commerce arranged an India morning with speakers such as Kishore
Sidhwani from Chicago Pneumatic (Atlas Copco), Håkan Kingstedt of Sandvik, Anders Malmström
from the Swedish Trade Council and more. It was a good event with many participants.
08 Feb 2012 - Jönköping Breakfast - Swe-India Business Culture
Please join us for this Sweden-India Business Culture breakfast seminar, arranged togehter with
Jönköping International Business School. Mr. Jan Widerström and Mr. Robin Sukhia gave
presentations in regards to Sweden-India business culture for companies and some students of JIBS
in Jönköping.
07 Feb 2012 - Choosing a distributor in India
This seminar is targeted towards companies having, or in the process of choosing, a distributor in
India. SIBC together with the Swedish Trade Council.
Tips on how to do business with India from Jönköping International Business School –
Joined SIBC – JIBS event.
Communicating well and creating trust are some important factors when doing business with India. This was
established during a breakfast seminar at JIBS on the 8th of February.
The breakfast seminar was an event organized by Jönköping International Business School in
collaboration with the Sweden-India Business Council (SIBC) and Jönköping Chamber of
Commerce. Among the participating companies were Swedbank, Husqvarna, the Confederation of
Swedish Enterprise and the Swedish Export Academy.
The day started with breakfast before the participants took their seats in the lecture hall. JIBS Dean
Johan Roos started off the programme with an introductory speech that was followed by two
lectures.
Robin Sukhia, Secretary General, Sweden-India Business Council, talked about cultural differences
between Swedes and Indians.
– The key to doing business with India is to understand how Indians think and act. Personal contact
is very important for business relations in India. If you’re invited to a wedding, say yes! It’s an
honour for you to have been invited, and it is an honour to them if you accept, said Robin Sukhia.
Jan Widerström, Senior Vice President, SAAB Group, shared some of his experiences of having
lived in India for four years and he also explained the work that SIBC does.
– SIBC is a members association that helps out with communication and business exchange
between Sweden and India. They help in enhancing ideas and giving support and motivation.
Businesses can meet and learn what others are doing and in that way avoid some unnecessary steps,
said Jan Widerström.
The morning ended with a closing speech from Zehra Sayed, doctoral student at JIBS, followed by
Q&A where the lecturers answered the participants’ questions.
If you are interested in participating in future seminars please contact Magnus Taube
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COMING ACTIVITIES
16 Mar 2012 - Göteborg - Sweden/India Business Culture
4th April – Coping with Bureaucracy and Corruption in India
11 Apr 2012 - Lund - India Business Culture
20 Apr 2012 – Stockholm - General Meeting / Speech by Anil Raj from OMC on doing business in rural
India.
16 May 2012 - Göteborg, CEO Breakfast Meeting - Per Borgvall - Gunnebo
29 May 2012 - Jönköping - Finding the distributor in India
Join us for this informative morning to learn and discuss how to find and manage a distributor in India.
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CORPORATE CHALLENGES
Many companies are asking for guidelines and clarity on how to cope with corruption in India. SIBC is therefore
answering their call and arranging an event on April 4th. You can also read about recent rulings below and the effect
on companies.
Investing in corruption
A Supreme Court ruling on telecom licenses show that "good faith" is not an argument. Foreign investors have a responsibility to validate
the integrity of their local partners.
The Indian Supreme Court has delivered a landmark ruling when it invalidated 122 2G licenses that were allotted to
eight companies in 2007. The case followed several years of campaigning by political activists alleging that the
licenses were obtained through corrupt means. A Public Interest Litigation was filed with the Court in October 2010
and the ruling was delivered early February 2012.
It was petitioned that the then Telecom Minister, A Raja, had allocated the licenses unfairly and in a clandestine
manner at throwaway prices favouring certain companies - instead of holding a fair and transparent auction. As a
result, it is estimated that the Indian government lost up to USD 20 bn in license revenues.
Alarmingly, the Supreme Court ruled that the licenses should be revoked within four months and redistributed
through a fresh auction. This has created havoc in the already beleaguered Indian telecom industry. The move has
most severely damaged foreign telecom companies who bought equity stakes in the Indian license holders.
These include Telenor of Norway who has to date invested USD3bn in a joint venture (Uninor), which is 67%
owned by Telenor and 33% owned by Unitech, a real estate company. Notably, the Court even alluded to the fact
that a real estate company would not qualify for a telecom license in a fair process. Telenor now run the risk of
seeing their investments in India being rendered worthless.
Yet, the Court shows little sympathy as it sees its role solely to protect public interests even at the expense of foreign
investment sentiments. The judgment is far reaching as the telecom spectrum is likened to a scarce resource. The
same defence for public interests can thus be applied to all sectors that are dependent on licenses.

The salient take away from this case is that private companies are
equally responsible for corruption as the holders of public office. To
the foreign investors it effectively states that a buyer of illegitimately
acquired goods has no one to blame but himself. Corruption creates
uncertainty and the onus is on the company to put the safe guards in
place. Foreign investors have a duty towards their shareholders to
confirm the legitimacy of asset acquisitions and the integrity of their
local partner.
By Hema Lehocky, Marivent Research C.B.
Marivent Research specializes in corporate investigations, business intelligence and integrity due diligence in South Asia. Hema can be reached via SIBC.

DELEGATIONS
Swedish Confederation of Enterprises (Svenskt Näringsliv) sent their advisors for SME companies
from all over Sweden to India on a well arranged and appreciated trip.
Swecare are back from a delegation in Health-Care to India. The trip was most rewarding and during the
week long trip the schedule was intensive with meetings and visits to private and public hospitals and
companies. A number of seminars and round-table discussions were also arranged with decision makers in
the Indian health care community. A common theme among all visits was the overwhelming interest in
the Swedish health-care system and companies. In Summary, the trip has been a success for both the
companies and for the Minister of Health and Social Affairs, Mr Göran Hägglund.
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FOREIGN MINISTRY UPDATE
2012 has started with a number of Swedish high level visits to India.
Mr Göran Hägglund, Minister for Social Affairs and Health, visited India on 20-22 February together with a trade
delegation, a number of seminars were arranged in New Delhi and Hyderabad.
Mr Frank Belfrage, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, visited India on 1-2 March for meetings with his counterparts
in the Ministry for External Affairs as well as the National Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon. As part of the
program a breakfast meeting was arranged with the Swedish Chamber of Commerce India.
On February 5-10 the Swedish Parliamentary Committee on Environment and Agriculture visited India.
Swedish Embassy in Delhi informs
European Union Film Festival
Sweden's contribution to the film festival, which is on the theme romance this year, is "Dear Alice":
Sweden hosts the inauguration of the EU Film Festival in Bangalore on March 16, which will be organized by the
Suchitra Film Society.
Visit of EKN The board of directors of EKN (The Swedish Export Credit Guarantee Board) will visit India the
week starting March 19. They will visit Delhi, Pune and Mumbai, meet with leaders of Swedish companies in India
and members of the Chamber. The thematic focus of their trip is primarily telecom.
Strindberg Play The theatre director Sohaila Kapur, in cooperation with the Embassy of Sweden, will stage August
Strindberg's "Miss Julie" on March 23 at Epi Centre in Gurgaon and on March 24 in the Stein Auditorium of the
India Habitat Centre. On March 22, there will be a dramatised reading by actors of Strindberg's "The Father" at the
India Habitat Centre. All performances start at 7 pm.
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INDIAN EMBASSY - EVENTS IN INDIA
World Summit on Accreditation (WOSA-2012), New Delhi March 25-28,2012
Appointment of India Tourism Marketing Representatives (ITMR) for the Ministry of Tourism, Govt of India
INDO- GLOBAL EDUCATION SUMMIT & EXPO 2012, Hyderabad, India, September 7 to 9, 2012
India Sustainability Conclave 2012, March 6th – 7th, 2012 - The LaLiT, New Delhi, India
Government of India – Notice:Indian Community Welfare Fund (ICWF)
Notifications on Elections in India
Election Notifications of the State Elections for Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry, Assam and West Bengal
2nd Global Economic Summit 2011 on Small
and Medium Enterprises

SWEDEN-INDIA BUSINESS NEWS
Volvo Auto India Launches
Aggressively Priced Smooth D3
variants in India

New Delhi, February 15th, 2012: Aimed to
strengthen its commitment and value proposition,
Volvo Auto India today launched its existing
product portfolio of luxury sedan S80, premium
sedan S60 and luxury compact SUV Volvo XC60
with an all new 5-cyliner turbo D3 diesel engine.
Making it worthwhile for India customers, all three
models have been priced extremely competitively to
appeal to those waiting to make a bold statement in
true Scandinavian style.
A personification of silence and efficiency, the new
variants of S60, S80 and XC60 with D3 Kinetic
engine will be priced Rs 23.99L, Rs 31.99L and Rs
33.99L respectively, Ex-showroom Delhi.
Designed to deliver 163 horsepower with an
impressive 400 Nm torque, D3 variants of S60, S80
and XC60 will deliver mileage of 18.5 KMPL, 17.8
KMPL and 14.7 KMPL respectively. Cars equipped
with the new engine will be available for retail at
Volvo dealerships across India with immediate

effect.
Keeping the promise of strengthening its product
portfolio, Mr. Tomas Ernberg, Managing
Director, Volvo Auto India said, "In light of
changing customer and market dynamics, Volvo has
launched its most successful global models in the
last two years for the Indian customers. Launch of
D3 variants reiterates our long-term commitment of
a more human-oriented approach called 'Designed
Around You', where we continue making safe,
technologically-advanced and Scandinavian designed
cars around customers."
The new D3 engines will offer greater driving
pleasure across the range with its reduced
displacement with a shorter stroke to optimize fuel
consumption. The injection system of the engine has
a different type of piezoelectric fuel injector
compared to the D5 engine.
These injectors minimize consumption with
exceptionally rapid and precise injection pulses
under high pressure. This smooth and silent engine
produces a healthy 400Nm torque and low CO2
emission.
"D3 gives us power to deliver more at less. With the
new range, we will provide the best of both the
worlds to our valued customers without
compromise on luxury and key Volvo technologies
like Laser Assisted Automatic Braking - City Safety.
Every car in the D3 range has been designed to
deliver an overarching promise of being a world full
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of performance, luxury, sophistication and
Scandinavian style." He added.

SKF inaugurates Global Technical
Centre in Bengaluru, India
GÖTEBORG, Sweden Business
Wire
"India and SE Asia are very important markets for
SKF. The opening of this centre further reinforces
our commitment to support our customers in these
fast developing markets by bringing our core
research and development close to them. This will
enable us to develop new products to support their
unique requirements,” says Tom Johnstone, SKF
President and CEO. He further comments, “The
addition of this centre strengthens our focus on
developing new products and solutions built on our
long standing commitment to world leading research
and innovation. One of our driving forces is to
develop and deliver new products and solutions
which offer significant energy and carbon savings to
our customers.”
The opening of GTCI is part of SKF’s technology
strategy to develop a global product development
and engineering organization. The new Global
Technical Center will incorporate the existing Global
Testing Center, opened in 2009 and the Automotive
Development Centre, opened in 2004, both of
which are located in Bengaluru. In 2010, SKF
opened a Global Technical Center in China.
Alan Begg, SKF Senior Vice President Group
Technology and Development explains, “As the
knowledge engineering company, SKF’s strategy is
to provide advanced solutions for our customers
based on our knowledge of components, assemblies
and systems. Having our development close to our
customers enables us to be faster and more efficient
in supporting their needs.” He further adds, “GTCI
is part of our global network of research and
development centres in Europe, North America and
Asia, all working to SKF’s global design standards.”
SKF invested around SEK 75 million in GTCI. It
will employ approximately 400 engineers in the areas
of product engineering and development, as well as
laboratories for testing metallurgy, chemistry and
bearing performance analysis. GTCI will have a
strong focus on serving customers in India and
South East Asia, as well as global projects for SKF.
Gothenburg, 14 December, 2011

Delhi to go greener
Ankur Paliwal Issue: Dec 31, 2011
After CNG, the national capital is all set to run its
public transport fleet on biogas

Photo: Agnimirh Basu
Ambitious as it may sound, but Delhi plans to run
its buses on biogas. In collaboration with the
Swedish government, the Union Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy plans to set up a biogas plant
inside Kesopur Sewage Treatment Plant (STP)
complex in West Delhi. The plant will receive raw
gas emitted by the STP and upgrade it so that it can
be used to propel vehicles.
The project, once completed, will earn the capital
city the distinction of having the country’s first
public transport fleet that runs on two types of clean
fuel: biogas and compressed natural gas (CNG).
Delhi already boasts running the world’s largest fleet
of vehicles on CNG. Around 450,000 vehicles—this
includes some 16,000 buses—in Delhi run on CNG,
according to Indraprastha Gas Ltd, a Delhi
government undertaking, which is the sole supplier
of CNG in the capital.
The genesis of the STP-biogas project lies in a
bilateral agreement signed between Stockholm and
Delhi in 2009 to share expertise and experiences to
support sustainable energy systems in India, with
special focus on biogas. Sweden is considered
pioneer in biogas technology for heating, power
generation and fuelling vehicles. More than 40 per
cent of the biogas generated in the country is used to
run vehicles.
The aim of STP-biogas project is to create value
from sludge, says Ludvig Lindstrom, international
coordinator for the Swedish Energy Agency, a
government body that promotes eco-friendly energy
systems.
During the primary treatment process of industrial
and domestic effluents in an STP, after the semisolid materials settle, the sludge enters into a
digester. There it is fermented anaerobically. The
process releases raw gas, which is usually discarded
by flaring it up. But it contains 50 to 70 per cent
methane, 30 to 50 per cent CO2 and traces of
sulphur, nitrogen and oxygen. This is where the
Swedish technology comes in. The biogas
upgradation plant traps the energy-rich gases and
puts them into use.
The plant primarily consists of a loop where water
and a chemical liquid, traded by the name of
CApure, is circulated, says Lars-Evert Karlsson, sales
manager with Purac puregas, a Swedish company
that provides the technology. Before the raw gas
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enters into the loop, activated carbon present at the
inlet absorbs sulphur present in it. Within the loop,
CO2 binds with CApure, which then carries it to
outside the plant. For releasing CO2, CApure needs
to be heated. This stripped off CO2 can be used for
industrial purposes like freezing and cooling, he says.
The resulting 99 per cent methane is then
compressed to be used as fuel.
Another efficient feature of the technology is heat
recovery. The upgradation plant has a heat
exchanger, which absorbs the extra heat and pumps
it back to the STP digester for heating sludge, says
Karlsson. Since heat acts as a catalyst and speeds up
the anaerobic reaction, the STP consumes 50 per
cent less electricity.
The compressed biogas is almost similar to CNG,
the main constituent of which is methane. Thus it
can be directly injected into CNG cylinders for
vehicular use or fed into CNG-fuelled power grid. It
can be mixed with CNG and used.
Is the technology tested enough? Mikael Kullman,
counsellor of climate change and energy at Swedish
Embassy, New Delhi, says similar installations are
operational in Sweden, Norway and Germany. There
the technology helps the countries reduce their
carbon emissions. The solution also creates a model
for cost savings in the municipal economy, Kullman
says. If all goes according to the plan, the plant
should be operational by the first quarter of 2013.

The STP is expected to generate enough biogas to
fuel 120 buses a day (Photo: Sabyasachi)
The Keshopur STP was selected for the project
because it is located close to a CNG-filling station
and a CNG-fuelled power grid, says V S Thind,
chief engineer at the Delhi Jal Board. With 10 per
cent stake holding in the project, the city water
authority would provide raw gas and land for setting
up the biogas plant.
The STP, functioning partially at present, can treat
72 million litres of wastewater per day. Delhi Jal
Board is currently renovating it to make it fully
functional as part of the Yamuna Action Plan. At
full capacity, the STP will emit enough raw gas for
the biogas plant to generate around 25,000 cubic
metres of compressed biogas per day. This is enough
to fuel 120 buses.
Indraprastha Gas Ltd and K G Renewable Energy
Private Limited will market the gas. They are also
involved in implementation of the project.

The Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
is yet to work out the pricing mechanism. Though
biogas has long been used in the country, it is largely
confined to rural areas. It has never been priced as
people produce biogas in their backyard and use it
for cooking or electrification. “We are working on
these problem,” says Anil K Dhussa, director at the
ministry.
It is also not clear how biogas will compete with
other fuels like CNG and diesel which are highly
subsidised.
Lindstrom suggests that biogas should be priced less
than other fuels to promote it even if it requires the
government to subsidise it. “India imports a large
amount of liquefied natural gas (LNG), converts it
into gas and then subsidises it.” Last year India
imported 8.83 million tonnes of LNG, worth Rs
9,344 crore. For biogas, India just needs to tap its
huge piles of waste.

Swedish firms plan to triple India
investments

The Hindu wrote that Swedish companies are
upbeat about India and plan to increase their
investments three fold in next two years, a survey
conducted by the Swedish Chamber of Commerce
in India (SCCI) showed.
“All that I can say is that some Swedish companies
in single brand retail are very eager to open retail
stores in India. They would source even more from
India if they were allowed to establish presence
here,” Lars-Olof Lindgren, Ambassador of Sweden
to India, told the newspaper when asked to
comment on the Government's last month decision
to allow foreign companies to take majority stake in
supermarkets.
The value of the capital investments made by
Swedish companies exceeded 1 billion Swedish
kronor ($145 million) for the period 2009-11. The
planned investments for 2011-13 is expected to
nearly triple, according to the findings of the fourth
Business Climate Survey 2011.

Indians the second largest guest
worker group in Sweden
Economy | 2012-01-02
Since the rules for labour immigration were
liberalised three years ago an increasing number of
non-EU citizens want to come to Sweden to work.

SWEDEN-INDIA BUSINESS COUNCIL
BOX 92069, 120 07 Stockholm.
Tel: +46 709 10 73 51, Email: info@sibc.se, www.sibc.se

After Thai berry pickers, computer specialists from
India have become the most frequent guest workers.
This reports public broadcaster Sveriges Radio (SR)
today.
Indian computer specialists are nowadays the second
most frequent group of guest workers in Sweden
after berry pickers from Thailand. During 2011
more than 2,200 Indians have gotten work permits
in Sweden. Most of them are computer specialists.
Leif Lindström is staff manager at the IT-company
Tieto in Karlstad, west Sweden.
"We have actually more people from India than
from our neighbouring countries in the Nordic
region. They (Indians) are well educated and besides
they come from an English-speaking country", says
Leif Lindström to SR.
Around 20,000 non-EU citizens have applied for
work permit in Sweden this year. This is an increase
of 20 percent compared with the first two years
since the rules for labour immigration were
liberalised. It is now the employer and not the
employment that decides whether there is a need for
foreign workers or not.
Leif Lindström ensures that it is not about cheaper
labour.
"When they start working here, they have exactly the
same wages as our Swedish employees. It is difficult
to find competent staff and we educate too few
engineers that we are interested in", Lindström says
to SR.
Around 14,500 persons were granted work permits
in 2011. One of them is Shilpika Kappa in Karlstad.
"The work culture without strong hierarchies
between managers and employees and the chance to
work with future technology is the reason I came to
Sweden for one and a half year ago", Shilpika says to
SR.
The maximum time for a work permit in Sweden is
four years. After this it is possible but not
guaranteed to be granted a permanent residence
permit.

Tuition fees change Sweden's
student population
Published: 6 Jan
With tuition fees for non-EEA students in effect,
the makeup of Sweden’s non-European student
population is shifting. The pressure is now on
universities to deliver services worth selling,
according to contributor Sven Hultberg Carlsson.
For many foreign students, coming to Sweden
entails some adjustments.
"I'm not used to this little daylight. December has
been very dark," says Eric McGivney, a US citizen
and master's student at the Royal Institute of
Technology (Kungliga Tekniska Högskolan, KTH)
in Stockholm.

He and Brooks Patrick, another KTH student from
the US, note that students in Sweden take longer
breaks while studying, that library hours are shorter
and guest lecturers more common than in their
home country.
But student life in Sweden now has something
significant in common with that of the US: tuition
fees. As of the autumn semester 2011, students from
outside the EEA and Switzerland are obliged to pay
for higher education in Sweden.
According to the government, the fees were
introduced as a means of quality assurance.
If universities began to charge students for their
education, the education ministry reasoned in 2010,
Sweden could compete for the most talented
students, as opposed to appealing mostly to those
who want free education.
One of the arguments against the introduction of
tuition fees was that the diversity of Sweden's
student population would suffer—in essence, that
only students from the rich world would be able to
afford to study in Sweden.
Sadiq Malik, a Pakistani student who enrolled at
Stockholm University one year before the fees were
introduced, says he would not have been able to
afford paying the current tuition fees.
"My programme would cost me a total of 280,000
kronor ($40,500) and that's aside from my living
expenses," he says. "Pakistan is a poor country, and
the situation is getting worse day by day. I might
earn that much money after a lifetime of working,
but only then."
Sweden is undergoing a change in student
demographics.
The number of admitted master's-level students
from Pakistan and India—until now the two most
common countries of origin—declined by 91 and 85
percent respectively between 2010 and 2011.
The average decrease for low-income countries was
over 90 percent.
Richer countries outside the EEA have felt less of
an impact.
by Sven Hultberg Carlsson
Read more here
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Swedish Firm Ikea Witholds Entry
Into Indian FDI Retail
23 Jan 2012

New Delhi, Jan 22: Swedish homewares company
Ikea is withholding its entry into India in spite of
New Delhi’s move to open its market to foreign
retailers as the company accelerates its expansion in
other Brics countries, reports Financial Times.
Mikael Ohlsson, chief executive, told the Financial
Times that India’s requirements that single-brand
retailers source 30 per cent of their goods from local
small and medium-sized companies was an obstacle
to its investment that needed reviewing.
Ohlsson said the outright ownership of operations
granted to foreign single-brand retailers earlier this
month was “a very positive change”.
But he warned that the conditions applied to local
sourcing were “concerning” and more easily met by
food retailers than single-brand companies with
established, global product ranges.

Volvo's MD Akash Passey moves
as VP to oversee growth in
emerging markets
ET Bureau Feb 7, 2012,
MUMBAI: The world's second largest bus maker
Volvo Bus Corporation has promoted its India head
and managing director, Akash Passey to senior vicepresident, Region International of the company to
oversee growth in emerging markets of India, China,
Asia Oceania, Middle East and Africa
Passey, who will take over the position from Rune
Lundberg, has also been named on the bus executive
committee of the Volvo.
Volvo buses unveils new 2012 range in India
14 Feb 2012 3:10 PM by Shantonil in Buses ,
Volvo today unveiled a new line of buses which
includes City bus and coaches by Hakan Karlsson ,
Presidnet , Volvo Bus Corporation and Akash Passe
, Managing Director & CEO , Volvo Buses in South
Africa. The buses announced Volvo’s plan to be a
USD 1 billion company in coming years. The new

coaches are aimed at the second tier of routes and
cities in India.
The dilated range of the Volvo buses in India will
now include three new models that are unique to
this country and now takes the total number of
offerings to 10. The Swedish company has also
taken unilateral step towards safety by introducing
enhanced Front Under-run protection (FUP) &
Frontal Impact Protection (FIP) systems across all
the coaches in its range.

Hakan Karlsson , President , Volvo Bus Corporation
, said , “About three months ago we promised that
we will play a bigger role in the progress of the
Indian bus industry and announced an investment of
INR 400 crore. Today , we stand here with a
product range that will take us there. Most
importantly , our focus remains to drive quality of
life and with our current range we will be spreading
the Volvo experience to a larger market in the
country. We have defined a clear role for India in
the future – as One of the largest markets in the
group , a global hub for selected models , local
product development and that utilises the synergies
we hold as a group in India. Today , we can proudly
say we have set our
foundation.”

Volvo India eyes 15 percent luxury
car market share by 2020
Posted On 2012-02-15
Spokespersons at Volvo, the Swedish auto
manufacturing company have announced that the
company will be seeking to capture a 15% share in
the luxury auto sector by the year 2020 in India.
Volvo hopes to increase sales to 20,000 units per
annum in order to achieve their aim.
Volvo Auto India will also be introducing a new
global model during early 2013 said Mr. Thomas
Ernberg, Managing Director of Volvo Auto India.
Recognizing a growing demand for luxury vehicles,
the company will be increasing sales till they reach
target of 20,000 by 2020. During the last year Volvo
Auto India sold 320 units and is aiming at selling 800
units during the current year.
Ernberg also said that he was hoping Volvo would
be able to be in top three positions in the Indian
auto markets which are at present occupied by
BMW, Mercedes Benz and Audi. With Jaguar Land
Rover, Porsche and Lexus being much in demand it
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is possible that German auto companies will see
diminished demand in the coming years.
Earlier today, Volvo launched a new range of S60,
S80 and XC60 powered by D3 diesel engine. Click
here to read more on the Volvo car launch.

Cadila to sell Swedish firm's
devices in India
Ahmedabad based Cadila Pharmaceuticals will
market the entire range of medical devices of
Swedish firm Bactiguard in India.
Bactiguard specialises in providing solutions to
prevent hospital-acquired infections — the fourth
most common cause of death in the West.
“Bactiguard has a unique solution targeted at
preventing health care associated infections. We are
confident that hospitals in our country will embrace
Bactiguard’s clinically-proven solution in order to
help save lives in India.” Rajiv I Modi, managing
director, Cadila Pharmaceuticals, said
India, Sweden to Collaborate in Health Sector
Monday, 20 February 2012, 23:30 Hrs
New Delhi: India and Sweden will strengthen their
collaboration in the health sector during Swedish
Health Minister Goran Hagglund three-day visit to
India that began Monday, an official said Monday.
The minister arrived here with a delegation
comprising officials of public agencies and Swedish
companies active in the field of healthcare and
medical technology.
Hagglund will call on Health Minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad and take part in a number of seminars and visit
a number of public agencies and healthcare facilities,
to explore further potentials for India-Swedin
collaborations.
"An important event during this visit will be the
announcement of a major business deal between
Bactiguard and Cadila Pharmaceuticals, (one of
India's largest pharmaceutical companies)," said the
official.

Sweden hopes to sign up more
cities for waste-to-gas project
Hyderabad, Feb 23:
Having signed an MoU with the Delhi Government
for setting up India’s first Compressed Biogas
(CBG) plant to convert waste into CNG, Sweden is
likely to sign similar agreements with two more
cities, according to Mr Lars Olof Lindgren, Sweden’s
Ambassador to India.
Mr Lindgren said the Scandinavian country may sign
agreements with Visakhapatnam and Pune, and was
willing to extend help to other cities.

Last year, an MOU was signed between Indraprastha
Gas Ltd, KG Renewable Ltd, and the Delhi Jal
Board for biogas upgrading and distribution with
support from the Government of Sweden and the
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy,
Government of India.
“This is a very interesting project we just started
with the Delhi Government....to produce bio gas
from sewage and sludge and also upgrade the gas to
CNG quality. We are looking into other areas to do
so. We are talking with Visakhapatnam and Pune
(for a waste-to-bio gas project),” Mr Lindgren told
PTI.
If the Delhi project succeeded, many more Indian
cities may seek to replicate it, he said.
The Keshopur sewage treatment plant in Delhi had
been selected as the pilot project. The estimated gas
production at the Keshopur plant was 25,000
m3/day, which could fuel a fleet of 120 DTC buses,
a Swedish embassy release said.
On the tourist flow from his country to India, the
Ambassador said he had requested the Indian
Government to offer visa-on-arrival facility for
places such as Goa and Kerala.
He also said there was a lot of potential for bilateral
trade. On an average, two Swedish companies set up
shop in India every month, he said. “The big
companies are here already. The question is to bring
small and medium companies to India. They need to
be encouraged more.”
According to the Ministry of External Affairs, the
bilateral trade stood at $2.24 billion in 2010-11. India
is now Sweden’s 19th largest export market and
third largest trade partner after China and Japan in
Asia.

Bonnier to expand into India
27.02.12 | Charlotte Williams
Children's publisher Bonnier is planning to expand
into India, with its trading operation in the country
to open on 1st April 2012 and to be headed by Ajay
Parmar, director of New Delhi-based Research
Press.
Research Press will initially be responsible for selling
20 titles a month direct to independent retailers and
major multiples over the first 12 months, with plans
to "significantly increase output over the longer
term". The list will be mixture of titles from the
company's existing publisher base: Templar,
Autumn, Five Mile Press, Weldon Owen and
Piccolia.
Bonnier Publishing c.e.o. Richard Johnson said:
"India has a huge English-language books market
and we see this as a great opportunity to expand
beyond the UK and Australia. We look forward to
working closely with Ajay and his team to deliver a
rich library of titles to India's English-language
readers. This move is an important part of our wider
growth strategy this year."
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Parmar said: "We are delighted to work with
Bonnier Publishing to bring exciting books from
their well-known imprints to the young Indian
readers."
Bonnier Publishing is part of Swedish media group
Bonnier AB, with the company launching new
imprint Hot Key Books in the UK last year.

Sweden calls for more economic
engagement with India
By PTI Feb 27 2012 , New Delhi
Sweden today said that increasing economic
engagement with India will help Europe overcome
the
sovereign debt crisis.
"India is one of those markets that would provide
opportunity for Europe to grow," Sweden
Ambassador to India Lars-Olof-Lindgren said at a

Ficci function here.
He said that the proposed free trade agreement
(FTA) between India and EU would benefit the
European economy.
Since June 2007, India and European Union (EU)
are negotiating a comprehensive free trade pact,
aimed at liberalising trade in goods and services. The
pact would also help in boosting investments.
Speaking on the occasion, former Prime Minister of
Sweden Goran Persson too said that the FTA would
help the 27-nation bloc to overcome the crisis.
"I very much attach hopes to the trade agreement
with India. India is one of the most important actors
in international politics...," Persson said.
The European Commission in a recent forecast has
slashed expectations for growth across the
Eurozone, particularly countries participating in
bailout programs, including Greece and Portugal.
The two-way trade stood at 91.3 billion in 2010-11.

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Dr. Roger Schweizer explores business opportunities in India

Roger Schweizer, PhD at the School of Business, Economics and Law at the
University of Gothenburg is a researcher in International Business. He is a
member of a research project that studies how Swedish global companies identify
and develop business opportunities in the Indian market. The project is a
collaboration between the School of Business, Economics and Law and the Indian
Institute of Management Bangalore. The focus of the project is to study how
“Indian” opportunities affect a company's global strategy and organization.
- We see an ongoing paradigm shift in global corporate behavior because of the
emergence of markets like India. Today, companies establish effective structures
in order to succeed in the global arena. The design of these structures is crafted by
the head office in Sweden. Companies of tomorrow need to have a global
approach that allows for local business opportunities to be identified and developed. The relationship between
headquarters and their local organizations in emerging markets will change accordingly, says Roger Schweizer.
Roger Schweizer is currently working as a researcher and teacher at the Center for International Business at the
University of Gothenburg. He is also a Programme Director of the Gothenburg Executive MBA programme, which
includes two separate one-week modules in Asia; one week at the Indian Institute of Management Bangalore and one
week at Zhejiang University, China. The module in Bangalore includes a course on Creative Leadership and visits to
companies such as Infosys and Titan watches. The Executive MBA programme goes beyond traditional forms of
education and allows participants to discuss real-life business challenges with Indian business managers. Roger’s
research on International Business is an important asset of the Executive MBA programme.
www.handels.gu.se/emba

SWEDISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE EVENTS
Exportkreditnämnden (EKN) visits the SCCI on 21 March
EKN is a business partner to exporting companies and banks. EKN will brief the Swedish companies of the
possibilities to obtain guarantees and insure their export transactions against the risk of non-payment. With EKN's
payment and financing guarantees, you are protected against non-payment and are also in a position to obtain better
financing from the bank. EKN currently insures both large and small transactions in India.
More information will follow.
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Golf Tournament in Delhi on 24 March
SCCI is arranging its annual Golf Tournament in Delhi, Gurgaon, Golden Green Resort on 24 March 2012.
The Golf Tournament will be followed by a dinner.
SAVE THE DATE: NEW DATE: Business Delegation Trip to Gujarat 11-13 April
Gujarat’s attractiveness as an investment destination is ever increasing, as the state government works to improve its
business environment with Special Economic Zones and also large Investment Regions with robust infrastructure.
The state has one of the fastest growing economies in India. It is also one of the most industrialized states of India.
As a number of our members have shown an interest to visit Gujarat, to better understand the business climate and
opportunities in the region, the SCCI will organize a business delegation trip to Gujarat on 11-13 April 2012, lead by
the Swedish Ambassador Lars-Olof Lindgren.
Please contact linda.lausson@swedishchamber.in for more information.
The Chamber's annual Spring Ball: SAVE THE DATE 19 May
The Chamber's annual Spring Ball will be celebrated in style an glory on 19 May 2012! More information will follow.
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